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all theſe purpoſes. 
which fin has introduced. The. croſs of Chriſt is the 


in the world. 


DEAR BRETHREN, 


HE refined ſtew of 00 which f is at this 4 ibs 
by many, is unſuitable to the caſe of anxious guilty criminals, 
It is inſufficient to give ſubſtantial peace to a wounded con- 
ſcience ; inſufficient to furniſh a proper reply to that moſt 
Important of alli inquiries, What mult I do to be ſavedꝰ 


But the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is richly adapted toanſwer 


for all the evils 

ſource: of 
relief, which it propoſes to our conſideration, It is this which diſ- 
tinguiſhes the relig 


in our room and ſtead, as the ſoverei remedy 


4 » S 


It may be needful juſt to obſerve, before we proceed, that the Re- ; > 
deemer of men ſuffered death on a ſort of gibbet called a croſs. 


With the Greeks, the Romans, and ſome o nations, this was a 
puniſhment inflicted on the vileſt ſlaves, who had been 
It was ſhameful, painful and lingering. 
ſcourged with cords. Theſe cords had frequently 
ſharp tied to their ends. The failures ants en 
his croſs to the plate of execution. There, his clothes being ſtrip- 
ped off, his — — ſtretched upon the timber, his hands nailed to 
the croſs beam, apd his feet to the lower part. The croſs was then 
raiſed, and fixed in the the nails driven through the moſt 


It directs us to the death of the divine Saviour 


gion of. Jeſus from my other 1 8 proſeſſed . 
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tion for maintainin 


was accompliſhed by the Re | 
lain from the foundation of the world. The purpoſes of the Father 
in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, 7 ſaid to be 3 When, he was de- 


eben . wiſdom of thaw eat Author. 


3 beyond 


that he — already, and they marvelled at it. This was pro- 
bably owing to the overwhelming ſorrows of his holy ſou), the 
weight of human guilt, and the inſupportable ſtrokes of avenging 


juſtice. He was oppreſſed and afflited in a manner that cannot be 


deſcribed. Hence his moſt piercing * My God, 5 ths 
why haſt thou forſaken me! C2 


By the croſs of,Chril we underſtand, not the timber nag he 
was nailed, and on which he expired, but his,crucifixion upon it ; 
the death which he died for ſinners. The publication of this is 

called the preaching of the croſs, 1 Cor. i. 18. To ſuffer perſecu- 


this doctrine, is to Aer perſecution for the 
eroſs of bs to 


5 ; Ii. * 14. V 


This then is the ſubje& we are a little to conſider. A ſubject too 
wonderful, and too copious for our ſeeble powers. All we can ſay, 
and eſpecialiy in ſo narrow a compaſs, will fall far beneath the dig- 
nity and ſublimity of it. We ſhall only remind you, with ſimpli- 
city and plainneſs, that the croſs of Chriſt is the fulfilment of divine 
23 and prediQions——the ſum of the goſpel—the ſalvation of 

nners—the conqueſt of all enemies—the foundation of hope—the 
ground of triumph---the . of the divine mr ATE 28 
grand i incentive to holineſs. | 


7 The croſs of Chriſt is * i of divine 3 pro- 


phecies and promiſes. The thoughts and counſels of the God of all 


e were, from everlaſting, em ployed on the grand deſign, which 
225 r leis, tiled. 9 Lamb 


livered up to be crucified, it was accor the det 
ſel and fore knowledge of God. r ws 5 


What a ſeries of prophecies of viſions, of types 
were accompliſhed in 


| all met. From Moſes to Malachi, the ſpirit of God 7 ne? the pro- 


, teſtified beforchand the ſufferings 15 Chriſt, and the glory that 


ſhould follow. The oracles of Heaven, Ape eser ag © Sr | 


* referred to the croſs of Chriſt. 


N 


types. by Gaobols had 
thieie liſhment. If we conſider them not, Ny this gs Phat 
are they all, but pompous and unmeaning ipſtitutions, utterly un 


7 ba 2 


In this the Moſaic rites and ordinances, ty 


| 1 vet it was es two or re 1 
days betore the perſon expired. The legs of the two thieves cruci- 
' fied with our Kedeemer, were broken, to haſten their- end, for a 
reaſon aſſigned by the ms. When they came to Jeſus, they found 


i to ny” in his 


r s Sb A 
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many innocent victims, the conſuming of ſo much fleſh, if the wbole 


ſhadows of good thin 


Jeſus on the croſs. 80 was the ſon of man lifted up; that whoſoever, 
from heaven ſuſtained the lives of the trayellers from Egypt to Ca- 


life of the world. The rock was ſmitten to give drink to the thirſty 
- tribes of the Lord ; that rock was Chriſt ſmitten for us by the rod of 


bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, and to ſeal up the viſion 
£2, 9 ore . 5 5 | . — Toe | 1 FRE 


were not to teach ns, that without the ſhedding of Jeſus's blood, 
there could be no remiſſion of ſins for us? The conſtant facrificing. 
of ſo many inoffenſive animals, pointed to the one great ſacrifice 
which Jeſus was to offer up without ſpot to God. Conſidered in this 
light, every inſtitution of this kind, had its ſignificancy. We are 
therefore taught, in the new teſtament, to underſtand them as 
to come, of which the body is Chriſt. Phe 
ſhed in his croſs, when he appeared once in 
ut away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelt. 


ambiguity of types vi 
the end of the worl 


Many of the moſt Femarkable events, and many of the moſt dif- 
tinguiſhed perſonages mentioned in the old teſtament, were typical 
of the croſs of Chriſt 4 We cannot be miſtaken in this interpretation 
of them, ſince the irffpired writers of the new teſtament teach us ſo 
to underſtand them. The prieſthood of Melchizedek, and that of 
Aaron and his ſons, prefigured the everlaſting prieſthood of the Son 
of God. The aſtoniſhing tranſaQtion of Jſaac being bound and 
laid on the altar by the hands of his father, is explained by the croſs 
of Chriſt. It pleaſed the Lord to bruiſe him, he hath put him to 
grief, he made his ſoul an offering for ſin. „ 


1 45 
- Fl 


The lifting up of the brazen ſerpent in the wilderneſs, for the. 
healing of the expiring 1/raclites, was realized in the elevation f 


believeth in him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life. Bread 


naan ; Jeſus came down from heaven, and gave himſelf to be the 


juſtice, that we might be furniſhed from him with the waters of lite = 9 
and ſalvation. pe led the people of Iſrael into Canaan; Jeſus | 
brings us into the promiſed land of reſt and feliciti x. 


The prophets of God, rapt into future times, foretold the tran- - 
ſactions of the Redeemer's life, the ſorrows of his ſoul, the agonies 
of his death, and the glorious effects which were to enſue, To the 1 
early ages of the word. the ſaith of God's people was fupported by 
that myſterious prediction, that the ſeed of the woman ſhould bruiſe 
the ſerpent's head. The Patriarchs were aſſured that in the promiſed” 
ſeed all nations of the world ſhould be bleſſed. Fob knew that his 
Redeemer lived. Jacob in a divine ecſtacy before his death delivered 
rful oracle, That the ſceptre ſhould: not depart from 


"The 133 3 the 3 of 9 are « forerld WM 

by the plalmiſt, as if he had actually ſeen them. The agonies he 
hays | are deſcribed ; the cry he hould utter on the croſs is ex- 
2 the caſting of lots for his garments, the piercing of his : 
nds — his ſeet, and the vinegar and the 5 * him to * 4 
are diſtinctiy mentioned. Pf, xxii. ” 


Sometimes the prophets repreſent jeſus 45 a 1 ; and ſome- 
times as a conqueror. Now they ſpeak of hig humiliation, then of 
his exaltation. They point him out as the ſtar that was to come out 
of Jacob, and as the branch that was to ſpring out of the ſtem f 
Jeſſe. They deſcribe him as the angel of the covenant ; and as the 
deſire of all 3 pad who ſhould ſuddenly come into his temple. They 
hold him forth as a king who ſhould rei 'gn in hteouſneſs, CE 
ing his ſway from ſhore to ſhore; who 4 is an everlaſting 
kingdom, and of whoſe Jominien there ſhal be no end. To us, 
they cry in a divine tranſport, To us the Child is born, to us the Son 
is given, and the government ſhall be upon his ſhoulder, and his 
name ſhall be called Wonderful, Counſcllor, The Mighty God, 
The Everlaſting Father, The Prince of Peace. Yet, myl 3 as it 
is, this is he of whom they ſpeak in other places, as calling himſelf 
a worm and no man, a reproach of men, and deſpiſed of the people; 
as being hated without. a cauſe ; as being deſpiſed and rejected of 
men ; led like a lamb to the ſlaughter ; a man of ſorrows and ac- 
quainted with grief; and cut off out of the land of the living. The 
. croſs of Chriſt explains, clucidates, and ee all * . "pd 

2. The croſs of Chriſt is the ſum of the g Whit i is the 
goſpel but a meſſage from heaven, of mercy, * Peace and of ſalva- 
fon through the ſufferings and death of the fon of God? Of goſpel 
hiſtory, what is the ſum ? Chriſt crucified. What do the four 
Evangeliſts relate? They all for ſubſtance tell the ſame ſtory; and 
that Tory! is rightly termed the goſpel. | It is the hiſtory of the croſs, 
In'the mouth of two or three witneſſes every word is eſtabliſhed. 
God has graciouſly given us four, all inſpired by his Holy Spirit, to 
relate the birth, the life, the labours, the preaching, the miracles, | 
the ſufferings, and the death of Jeſus. They tell us what he ſaid, 
what he did, and what he endured; from the powers of darkneſs, 
from the hands of men, and from the ſword of juſtice. They inform. 
us how he was, at laſt, condemned, and nailed to the tree, for the 
teſtimony which he bore to the truth, that he was the only begotten 
= 7 God, nnd 55 the ſame divine — were due to him as to 
e ather. | 


The Jofrine of ha goſpel is the ocean of . We preach 
Chriſt crucified, I determined, ſays one of the firifyof his meſſen- 
gers, inſpired to bear his narhe before Gentiles an Fings, and the 
children of Iſrael, I determined to know nothing among you, ſave 
Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified. "The death of Chriſt for our fins EY, | 


2 


1 * 


5 the f life s of the Robe: . All the lines 5 F Fug We? a 
* f 1 . f 5 ; | | 2 | 
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one point. 
ſyſtem, which ſtands unconnected with it. Our being choſen to 
eternal life, our regeneration, our calling, our juſtification, our 
adoption into the family of God, our ſanctification, our perſever- 
ance in faith and holineſs to eternal felicity, all have an immediate 
relation to the atonement of Chriſt. Take that foundation away, 
and the whole ſuperſtructure falls to the ground. OE ea 


3. The croſs of Chriſt is the falration'of Snare The goſpel is a > 


ſyſtem which gloriſies God by _ good to men. A ſyſtem in its 
aſpe& benign, and in its agency in | 

a meteor, to dazzle us with a vain glitter: Not like a comet to ter- 
rify us with a formidable blaze, without affording us any ſolid ad- 
vantage. It is richly ſtored with benefits of the moſt needful, the 
moſt important, and the moſt exalted kind; like the glorious fun in 
the heavens, diffuſing beams of light, and life, and ineffable joy all 
around. By it all that believe are eventually brought to enjoy a 


which Adam fell, and which they loſt in him. 


much nobler, and more exalted ſtate of exiſtence, than that from 


The grand object held forth in the goſpel is the ſalvation of man. 


The diſtinguiſhing character of him who effects this great work, is 
that of a Saviour, an Almighty Saviour; who came to deliver us 
from the wrath to come; to recover us from the abyſs of ſin and 
miſery into which we were fallen, and to exalt us to the regions of 

endleſs felicity. This he effected, not barely by the heavenly doc- 
trine which he taught, and the bright example which he ſet before 
us; but by the death which he died for our fins, 4 
Mankind are repreſented in the ſcriptures of truth, as being in a 
loſt and ruined condition. But Jeſus came to fave the loſt, by bear- 
ing their ſins in his own. body on the tree; by being wounded for 


their tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for their iniquities; by ſuffering, 


the juſt for the unjuſt ; that they might have healing by his ftrix 
and life by his death, 1 F Rd 5 wi 


This enables us to account ſor all that is ſaid in theſcripture, concern- 


ing the dignity of the Redeemer's perſon. He was found in faſhion 


as a man, but he thought it no robbery, thought it no more than 


what he might juſtly el iim, to be equal with God. Though he was 
really and truly man, that he might be capable of ſuffering, and of 


dying; yet all the fulneſs of the Godhead dwelt bodily in him; He 


and the Father are one in nature and perfections. If the Redeemer s 


8 


dleatli were not a proper atonement for fin, why was it neceſſary that 
God ſhould be manifeſt in the fleſh? Why was it neceſſary that he 


who redeems us, ſhould be Immanuel, God with us, God in our na- 


ture? An angel from heaven might have taught us the will of our 


Maker, and given us a * example. Nay, a man like ourſelves 


pught have done both. 


Re” 


deity of Chriſt; and bis atonement for 


3 <5 8 8 = 


| You cannot mention one individual branch of the ſacred 3 0 


nitely beneficial. It is not like 


In 


EF: 


"fy mul land or fall gether. Hence hole who day th one; do 
 alſo.confiſtently enough, deny the other. It is the dignity of the | 


# * 


full ſatis faction 


ie 
5 Wt 


5 


„ porſpn: that gives efficacy, and ee to bis ſacrifice. - 


Miſery is the natural. conſequence. of guilt. Death is the wages 
of its proper and juſt reward. What then is it that ſaillls us 
rom impending ruin? No effort, no expedient of our on; but the 
. which God himſelf has provided. What is 2 that delivers 
ng down to the pit of deſtruction, but the ranſom found ? 

* A- Lord told e that the end of his being lifted up 
upon the croſs, was this, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not 
periſn. Is it not then the croſs of Ch#iſt that ſaves us from deſtruc- 
tion? Is it not a cruciſied Jeſus who delivers us from eternal miſery ? 
Who that ſeriouſly thinks of this 1 7 ene. e che vonder. 


e A | Mo 41 


The croſs of Chriſt ati us a bd. It procures our peace = 
with him, It —— the wrath of our incenſed Judge, as it is a 
or our erimes. Through this ample compenſation, 
awful, oftended 1 —ae miles, as well-pleaſed with every one who 
believes in Jeſus. He isemphatien ſtiled our peace; having made 
peace by the blood: of his croſs. This is the import of that divine 
declaration, that God was in Chriſt, Teconciling the world to him- 
ſelf, pot imputing their treſpaſſes unto them. Through his croſs, 
we enjoy the favour of God which ,is better than nw” "Mis 510 is 
manifeſted to us through ue Fan our Lord. | 


The croſs of Chril piocuoes. our f pris lite. Was gre raiſed 
from a death in treſpaſſes and fins, in 7 of the Redecmer's 
death for us. The end of his dying for us, we are -affared was, that 
we might live unto God; that divine liſe might be imparted to us 
from our living head. To this purpoſe i is his ownfteſtimony, I am 
come. that they. might have lite. 1 a Gone 1%. ang in our _ 
expreſſes the elightful truth; e s 


Her nobleſt life my ſpirit drays 4 
From his dear . and bleeding Hae. 


In eee of his dying ear: us, the — ſpirit. rs pela 
to im part unto us heavenly knowledge, evangelical repentance, living 
faith, holy love, and ſpiritual joy. Whatever we are as chriſtians, 
we are that of God in Chriſt Jeſus, and as the fruit of his death. He 
is made cf God unto us, not only wiſdom: and righteouſneſs, but 
ſanclißcation. If we are 3 ily e rac ms me if we/ 7 
are healed, it is by his ſixipes. 5 


The eroſs of Chriſt procures 0 our _ e anc 8 1 
is no remiſſion of ſins but through the ſhedding of his blood. We 
are 5-108 ome with crimes, almoſt vithoue — Arom the * 
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” of which nothing can fee us, but thecrofs af Crit Thidrembhe; 


our tranſgreſſions from us, as far as the eaſt is from the weſt. The 
blood of :Jeſas cleanſeth from all fin. Whoſoever believeth in him 
ſhall receive the bleſſing of a free and full remiſſion. Sin ſhall never 
riſe up in judgment againſt him it is done away, as though it had 
— 4 nay, we are aſſured, it thall not even be remembered 
any Sore for avert” oi on nl au” 12 ens 1148" Þ EE ton 


The enen of that holy "Is which we had brokeks: is removed 


from us by the croſs of Chriſt. If we have faith in the ſon of God, 


the law proclaims no words of terror againſt us: its awful penalty 
has been borne, its tremendous malediction has been endured; 'By 
him who eſpouſed. our cauſe, and undertook our recovery. What 
elſe can be the meaning of that moſt chearing deelaration, Chriſt 


hath redeemed us from the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for 


us? There is therefore now no condemnation to them that are in 
Chriſt Jeſus ; they are juſtified freely by his blood; ſo juſtified, that 
nothing is laid to their charge; ſo juſtified'as to ſtand complete in 
_ Chriſt; ſo juſtified as to be beheld without ſpot by the eyes of infinite 
purity. The righteouſneſs of Jeſus covers them; hides their naked- 


"neſs, and all their deformity'; and renders them righteous, even as 
he is righteous. Glorious privilege ! What tongue can expreſs, what 


heart conceive'its value? 


4 


The croſs af Chriſt opens oe ge of paradiſe for our reception! 
E 


As there is no eſcaping eternal deſtruction, ſo there is no enjoying 
the felieity of the heavenly ſtate, but through the Saviour's croſs. 


Contemplate, dear brethren; the bliſs of the celeſtial inheritance gs  —_ | 


think how great, how permanent, how ſatisfying it will be; and 
remember, that all this is the gift of God to you, through Jeſus 


Chriſt, If Tfrael is ſaved with an 9 ſalvation, he is ſaved 


in the Lord. The ſaints who are now in glory, overcame by the 


blood of the Lamb; they waſhed their robes, and made them White 


in that cleanſing ſountain; therefore are they before the throne of 


God. Hence they ſay with one voice, Worthy art Thou to receive 


riches, and honour, and glory, and power; for chou waſt flain, and 
haſt redeemed us to God by thy blood. 


* 


Bot the bleſſings which hang poi ror, the Saviour's croſs, are 


hatever is included in our 


* 


ſo great, that they can never be told. | 
ſal vation comes to us in this way. And therefore we add, A 


a 


The croſs of Chriſt is the conqueſt of our enemies. "Captivity : 


my is led captive. The powers of darkneſs are overcome. Jeſus 


has ſpoiled principalities and powers, triumphing over them on 


his'croſs. They may yet be permitted to diſtreſs us for a while, 


hut the God of peace ſha} bruiſe Satan, and all his legions, under 


pour feet ſhortly, 
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ol a hope built on the review of a well · ſpent life. A certain indica- 


of the deeds of the law, ſuch a one muſt fin 


5 the world was crucified to him, and he unto the world, 
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e ll aian'ls crncifed with Cheil that the body of Fn mighe f 


be deſtroyed. The decree is gone forth which ſhall never be reve 
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fin ſhall not have dominion over you; for ye are not under the law, | 


but under grace. After the apoſtle Pau/ had been uttering that pa- 


me from the body of this death, he immediately adds, I than God 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ; a glorious proſpe& of complete vic- 
tory opened to his view, which turned his mourning into joy. 


The croſs of Chriſt delivers us from this preſent evil world, with 
all its fnares and vexations. The divine Redeemer died to accom- 
pliſh this, among all his other achievements. In this view, the croſs 
of Chriſt was endeared to the bleſſed apoſtle Paul, as that by which 


Death the laſt ſoe of man, and the, gloomy grave, the terror of 
all living, are overcome by the croſs of Chriſt, Death's formidable 
appearance remains, but his ſting is gone; for when guilt was ex- 
pros, death was diſarmed. The pardoned ſinner therefore may 

Idly ſay, O death where is thy ſting, O grave where is thy vic- 

y 1 Thanks be to God who giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The king of terrors is, by the croſs of Chriſt, 
converted into a meſſenger of peace. Now it is gain to die. The 
grave is become a quiet reſting place for our mouldering bones, till 


5. The eroſs of Chriſt is the foundation of our hope. Some talk 


tion of a want of ſelf-knowledge. What hope can the enlightened, 

the anxious trembling ſinner have on this ground? A thouſand miſ- 

carriages ariſe to his view. Were there no ground of hope but that 
into deſpair. ' Nothin 


can be a ſure ground of hope, but that which removes ſin, that which 


takes away the curſe, that which ſatisfies juſtice, that which pro- 
cures peace with God, and conſtitutes a ſure title to heaven. The 
croſs of Chriſt, we have ſeen, anſwers all theſe purpoſes ; anſwers 
them effectually. And hence it becomes the one, the only founda- 


tion of hope. The hope which is built 2 it is ſure and ſtedfaſt, 


like an anchor of the ſoul. Jeſus' Chriſt is the believing finner's 


hope, and none but he. Other foundation for this ſalutary 7 P © . 
but in 


can no man lay. The diſquieted conſcience finds no reli 


the Saviour's complete atonement. The enlightened mind can de- 


rive no ſupporting confidence, but from this ſource, We believe 
that through the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt we ſhall be ſaved. 


6. The croſs of Chriſt is the ground of our triumph. How ſhould - 
it be otherwiſe? It anſwers every ſalutary purpoſe. It removes every 
_ . evil, and enſures LE id The chriſtian has not only hope to- 
_—_—  - wards God, but joy and 


conſolation ; joy which riſes, at times, to 
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thetic exclamation, O wrerched man that I am, who ſhall deliver 
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- a holy triumph. But on what is it founded ? The apoſtle furniſhes ny 
us with an anſwer. We joy in God through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
by whom we have now received the atonement. He exemplifies this _ R_—_—_ 
in his own happy experience, God forbid that I ſhould glory ſave 

in the croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, This to me is the ground of 1 
the ſablimeſt conſolation, of the * 1 triumph, even ie. _ — 
It is 


The atoning ſacrifice of a-crucified Saviour is all my 
not only my conſtant ſupport; it fills me with ineffable joy. 


7. The croſs of Chriſt gives us the brighteſt diſplay of the divine 
perfections. It not only brings the moſt ſolid comfort to man, but 
1 the higheſt glory to God. e ſee, on this ground, that a juſt and 
„ holy Cod, though determined to diſplay bis mercy and unbounded 
grace, would do it only in ſuch a way, as might eternally vindicate 


W | the honour of his law ; might demonſtrate the purity of his nature, 
and declare the inviolable faithfulneſs of his threatening word. 


= We conceive that the Moſt High is infinitely wiſe. His wiſdom 
, ſhines in all his works. But no where have we ſo ſtriking a diſplay 
- of it, as in the croſs of Chriſt. How wonderful was the contrivance 
= vhich could harmonize in the ſalvation of men, the ſeemingly oppo- 
1 ſite claims of mercy and of juſtice ! That could ſatisfy,” that could 
__ exalt, and magnify both ; cauſing mercy and truth to meet together, 
1-4 righteouſneſs and peace to embrace each other ! Had puni 3 
been inflicted on the ſinner in all its ſeverity, the glory of mercy had 
been obſcured. And on the other hand, had the ſinner been par- 
doned without any penalties ſuſtained by himſelf or his ſubſtitute, 
juſtice had been ſet aſide, and, ſpeaking aſter the manner of men, 
one eſſential attribute of Deity would have triumphed over another. 


TS 


* 


A God all mercy is a God unjuſt. But in the creſs of Chriſt, 
mercy and juſtice are equally glorified, In this divine expedient 
therefore, God hath diſplayed infinite wiſdom, or to uſe the language 
of inſpiration, he hath abounded towards us, in all wiſdom and 
Pravdence, in bu nn 8 „„ Re, 
" The apoſtle Paul tells us, that God ſet forth the bleſſed Jeſus for 
_ a propitiation, through faith in his blood, with this expreſs deſign, - 
that he might declare his righteouſneſs ; might demonſtrate tha 
. vindictive juſtice, whoſe eſſential character and principal office is to 
3 puniſh tin. Thus a holy God ſhews himſelf to be ſtriftly and invio- 
„ fluably rightepus, in the adminiſtration of his government, even while 
« 3 he is the juſtiſjer of the ſinner that believeth in Jeſus. In this method 
- FF of diſpenſing grace, he ſecures the utmpſt reverence to his divine 
law, he declares. his infinite abhorrence of fin, he ſtrikes the deepeſt 
4 terror on every perſevering ſinner, at the ſame time that he lays a 
717 ſolid foundation for the higheſt hope in every penitent tranſgreſſor 
„ The torments inflicted on condemned ſouls in the infernal regions, are 
5 . | 8 {mor 
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_—_ — ral a montitbent-of the jullice and holineſs of 5 ing 
— God, as be has giten us in the crucifixion of his beloved ſon.— - 
For if the Lord ſpared not him, 2 was not ſound in him, 9 


but only imputed to him, how much leis ſhall he ſpare the ſtubborn 
offender himſelf, who: obltinately perſiſts: in his rebellion ? Nothing 
ſets forth ſo much the horrid aggravations of ſin, its eee Vile 
neſs: and loathſomeneſs in the . of God; nothing ſpeaks ſuch 

terror to the workers of iniquity, did they but lay it — as the 


ws a9 e the Ns a oO the . of _ 20 our 


The love, the and merey of Goa x are od bent, di. 
played: in the croſs of Chriſt. Pardon, life and endleſs felicity grant- 
ed to condemned criminals on any terms, muſt be wonderful, and give 
an aſtoniſhing diſplay of divine merey. But when the Father grants 
theſe through the wounds, the agonies, the death of his dear, his 
only begotten, his equal Son, he not only manifeſts his love, but 
1 it ; he diſplays it in ſuch a way as may juſtly inflame us 
with gratitude, and tranſport us with everlaſting admiration. He 
ſhews it in its higheſt perfeftion. The hleſſings of ſalvation, invalu- 
able in the miſelves, arc unſpeakably enhanced 2 the manner in which 
they are conferred.. God fo loves the world, loved it in ſuch a way 
and to ſuch a degree, as can only be expreſſed, only conceived by 
himſelf; he ſo loved it, that he gave his only begotten Son to tor- 
tures and death, even the death of the croſs, that 'whoſoever be- 
lieveth on him ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life. Sin hath 
reigned unto. death ; but 'God's free and unbounded” grace, like a 
rious and ſuperior ſovereign, in all her fulneſs, riches and ſplen- 
or, reigns through the righteouſneſs of Jeſus to eternal life. A 


- thouſand worlds conferred on us would have been as nothing, in 


compariſon with the grace which is re ee in oy aer cf the Son | 
of God for us. Hercin 1s love indeed. 462, „ 


10 a word $ would we ſee the hae name ebf We written 


in the faireſt lines; would we ſee all his adorable perfections ſhine 


forth with t > eager as muſt 15 our attention on oh 


Redeemer's cr 
We ſhall cloſe theſe remarks with one obſervation en, andthatis, 
g. The croſs f Chriſt 1 is the add; leentive; to holineſs: The: | 


doctrine of complete ſalvation bs Redcemer's death, is far from 
being unfriendly-to the intereſts of morality. That morality which | 
is recommended in the ſacred ſcriptures is ingraſted on evangelical 


Principles, and produced by the conſtraining love of a dying Re- 


deemer. If we wiſh. you, dear brethren, to be poſſeſſed of every 


Hbeavenly virtue, if we wiſh you to be animated to the practice of 
Pg Nr . 155 1 we are ene that the _ of Chrilt i in in his dying 


for 
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this, will produce that gratitude of heart, which will be more ope» 


x 


to their conduct; what we mean is, that the love and grace of the 
Redeemer manifeſted in his dying for us, are the moſt powerful in- 


ducements to practical holineſs. The grace of God which bringeth 


falvation---teacheth us, that denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, 
we ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent world. 
Would we be excited to unfeigned and active love to the Author of our 
ſalvation? We love him becauſe he firſt loved us. Would we be 


excited to ingenuous ſorrow for ſin ? While we look to him whom we 
have pierced we mourn after a godly ſort. Nothing is ſo likely to 


break the ſtony heart, and to melt the icg within us to evangelical 
repentance, as a view of à ſuffering Saviour, wounded for our 
tranſgreſſions and bruiſed for our iniquities. Would we be induced 
to a thorough fenunciation of every falſe way? No motive is fo 


effectual to divorce our affections from the abominations to which we 


have formerly cleaved, and turn our feet from every evil way, as the 
powerful perſuaſion that Chriſt died for us, that we being dead unto 
fin ſhould live unto righteouſneſs. Would we be induced to practice 


all that is comprehended in the duties of benevolence, kindneſs, 


charity and brotherly love ? No perſuaſive ſo endearing as the kind- 
neſs and love of God our Saviour. Walk in love as Chriſt alſo hath 


loved us, and given himſelf for us. When we are exhorted to rela- 
tive duties, it is in the ſame ſtile. As the church is ſubject unto 


_ Chriſt, ſo let wives be to their own huſbands in every thing. Hufſ- 

bands, love your wives as Chriſt alſo loved the church, and gave 
himſelf for it. When we are urged to an entire devotedneſs to Cod, 
we are told, that we are not our own, but bought with a price, and 
therefore, ſhould glorify God in our bodies and ſpirits which are his; 
that we ſhould live, not to ourſelves, but to him that died for us and 

roſe again. | : ' | 


3 , 


The grand morality is love of thee. 
| Here ſtrongeſt motives ſting, | 

Here ſacred 3 aſſaults the ſoul, 

And nothing but compulſion is forborn. 


Talk they of morals, 0 thou bleeding love 


The croſs of Chriſt is then the ſpring of true holineſs ; the incen- _ 
tive to every virtue. - Jeſus died to redeem us from all iniquity, to 
_ purify us to himſelf, and make us zealous of good works. What are | 
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ing love of our dying Lord ? It invites us, it urges us, it 
ns us to all holineſs, that we may adorn the doctrine of God © 
our Saviour in all things. May his love be ever warmly impreſſed 
on our hearts! May we live by that faith in the Son of God, who. - 
loved us and gave himſelf for us, which is an ever active principle, ot 


